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APPROVED: 2017 Coastal Master Plan and FY 2018 Annual Plan
 

The 2017 Coastal Master Plan and FY 2018 Annual Plan passed through the State House and 

Senate with unanimous bi-partisan support.  Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards released 

the press release below, praising lawmakers.    

 Governor's Press Release (see below) 

 Master Plan Summary Update 

 2017 Coastal Master Plan 

 FY 2018 Annual Plan 

 CPRA Facebook Link - be sure to like,share, and follow us! 

 

Gov. Edwards Praises Lawmakers for Taking Steps to Protect 

Louisiana’s Coast 

BATON ROUGE — Today, Gov. John Bel Edwards issued a statement on the passage of two 

measures that will aid in protecting Louisiana’s valuable coast.  Senate Concurrent Resolution 

(SCR) 1 by Sen. Dan Morrish and Senate President John Alario will establish the 

comprehensive master plan for coastal protection, and House Resolution (HR) 1 by Rep. 

Jerome Zeringue sets the funding priorities for that plan.  The Senate previously passed Senate 

Resolution (SR) 1 by Rep. Morrish, the companion bill to Rep. Zeringue’s. 

“The work state lawmakers have done is commendable and necessary as we move forward with 

saving and protecting Louisiana’s coast,” said Gov. Edwards.  “Louisiana, and the country, rely 

heavily on our coast.  It provides jobs, protection and homes to citizens and natural inhabitants 

alike, and we have an obligation to restore and protect it.  These bills are necessary to ensure 

http://coastal.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2_Whats-New-Legislature-Approves-Coastal-Master-Plan_2017-04-25_final.pdf
http://coastal.la.gov/our-plan/2017-coastal-master-plan/
https://cims.coastal.louisiana.gov/RecordDetail.aspx?Root=0&sid=19609
https://www.facebook.com/LouisianaCPRA/videos/1916548741935016/


 

 

that will continue to happen. I’m thankful to the legislators who took the lead in preserving and 

improving our living and lasting legacy.” 

Every five years, the state’s coastal master plan is updated in accordance with state law.  The 

2017 Coastal Master Plan provides a path to respond to the loss of our coastal land and the 

threats from storm surges.  Here are the recommendations: 

 Calls for 124 projects that build or maintain more than 800 square miles of land. 

 Reduce expected damage by $8.3 billion annually by year 50 and that are expected to 

pay for themselves three times over the course of implementing the plan. 

 Dedicates nearly $18 billion to marsh creation. 

 Provides $5 billion to sediment diversions. 

 More than $2 billion will be used for other types of restoration projects. 

 Commits $19 billion for hurricane protection projects and $6 billion for nonstructural risk 

reduction.  

“It is important to have a plan in place that responds to both the needs of our coast and our 

communities that rely on it for their livelihoods,” said Sen. Morrish.  “As we move forward, we 

must do all that we can to sustain and enhance the shoreline protection.  Not only that, but this 

plan will help Louisiana become competitive for much needed federal dollars to further assist us 

in saving our coast.” 

“Time is of the essence when it comes to saving Louisiana’s coast,” said Sen. Alario. “Having 

this plan is paramount to charting the right course for the future development of our state’s 

precious resources and people.”     

In addition, the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) is required to submit an 

annual plan (SR1 and HR1) to the legislature to detail its funding priorities for the next fiscal 

year and provide a three-year outlook on revenues and expenditures.  The FY18 Annual Plan 

includes $644 million in expenditures, with 30 projects currently scheduled to begin or continue 

construction in FY18. 

“This will continue the good work of the CPRA which is critical to the sustainability of our coast, 

and the natural resources for the people who depend on it,” said Rep. Zeringue.  “In addition, 

we’re also mitigating impacts of the oil spill and creating resiliency within our coastal 

communities.” 

“We have funding for the near future, but need to assure we receive the long-term funds we’ve 

been promised,” said CPRA Board Chairman Johnny Bradberry. “We are also pursuing 



 

 

additional sources of long-term revenue, and equally important, methods of accelerating the 

permitting processes in order to expedite project implementation.” 

Click to read all three measures: SCR1, SR1, and HR1. 

 

 
### 

Louisiana’s Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority is the single state entity with authority to 

develop, articulate, implement, and enforce a comprehensive coastal restoration and protection 

Master Plan of unified vision to reduce hurricane storm surge flood impact, to restore our bountiful 

natural resources, to build land to protect our nation’s critical energy infrastructure, and to secure 

Louisiana’s coast now and for future generations.  

 
 

http://gov.louisiana.gov/action.cfm?md=communication&task=addMessageClickThru&msgid=917&uid=gklAeYkxoo&encoded=1&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elegis%2Ela%2Egov%2Flegis%2FBillInfo%2Easpx%3Fs%3D17RS%26amp%3Bb%3DSCR1%26amp%3Bsbi%3Dy
http://gov.louisiana.gov/action.cfm?md=communication&task=addMessageClickThru&msgid=917&uid=gklAeYkxoo&encoded=1&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elegis%2Ela%2Egov%2Flegis%2FBillInfo%2Easpx%3Fs%3D17RS%26amp%3Bb%3DSR1%26amp%3Bsbi%3Dy
http://gov.louisiana.gov/action.cfm?md=communication&task=addMessageClickThru&msgid=917&uid=gklAeYkxoo&encoded=1&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elegis%2Ela%2Egov%2Flegis%2FBillInfo%2Easpx%3Fs%3D17RS%26amp%3Bb%3DHR1%26amp%3Bsbi%3Dy

